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cattle graze on the south-facing mountain slopes in summer,
and in the valleys and on the lower slopes, where the snow is
not too thick, in winter. Hay is collected in the autumn and
sometimes is stacked in the open.
Some of the Buryats and Mongols engage in trapping.
There are particularly valuable types of squirrel and sable
east of Lake Baikal. A state farm has been established for
the purpose of breeding and preserving the sable. Lumbering
is also carried on in the forests. .
Geologically Buryat Mongolia lies close to the junction
between the ancient Syanid system of highlands and the
Yablonoi Mountains, which form part of the fractured and
dislocated southern edge of the Central Siberian Plateau.
The natural vegetation of the republic consists of a mixture
of forest and prairie. The forests are rich in game, while the
rivers teem with fish.
It is difficult to say whether the Buryats are an indigenous
people or have come, like the Mongols, from the great plains
which lie to the south. G. D. R. Phillips has presented a
survey of all the known facts in his book Dawn in Siberia
(Muller). That they came under the influence of Mongol
culture and language is certain, and together with the Mongols
they offered stout resistance to the Russian penetration of
their lands during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
By the latter half of the eighteenth century the Buryats had
already lost many of their tribal pasture-lands, and were
gradually squeezed out by. peasant colonists from Russia.
With the construction of the Trans-Siberian Railway a certain
amount of industry grew up near the railway line, generally
in the form of small and technically backward factories, since
Tsarist policy would not allow the growth of any industrial
areas which might compete'with Moscow and St Petersburg.
Between the end of the nineteenth century and 1917 the
Buryats lost over 3,000,000 acres of land, and the population
declined rapidly. In Eastern Buryat Mongolia, where there
was a large influx of lamas from Mongolia, the lama monas-
teries possessed vast areas of good land. Throughout Buryat
Mongolia the people were illiterate.